282      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
CONITDHNTIAL.   Headquarters, Dept. Va. & N.C., Army of the James, in tite Field, Oat. 26, 1864
Generals TERRY and WEITZEL, commanding 10th and 18th Army Corps, and Colonel WEST, commanding Cavalry Division
IT is proposed that this Army shall make a demonstration upon our right in order, if possible, to turn the left of the enemy's entrenched and defended lines.
It is believed from information and reconnoissance that his exterior defended line extends only a short distance to the east of the Darbytown Road, certainly not farther than the Charles City Road. Therefore it is supposed that if his troops are held in his entrenched line by a demonstration in his front another column marching free may turn his line, and at least force him to retire to his inner line, or to attack us in the open field, which is desirable.
The essay will be made on Thursday, the 27th inst., in manner following: Gen'l. Terry will withdraw such troops as he can spare, leaving sufficient to hold his line. There will be sent him nearly two thousand additional troops to those on his field return.
It is presumed that General Terry will thus have a mobile column of eight thousand five hundred effective infantry; to that will be added two four-gun batteries of artillery. With this force General Terry will feel along the enemy's lines to the right as far at least as the Charles City road, pushing the enemy's skirmish lines, but not attacking their works, except in cases hereafter mentioned.
This movement will be made so as to feel the enemy as early as seven o'clock A. M.
While this movement is in progress concealing the march of another column, General Weitzel, having withdrawn as many men as can be spared from his lines, leaving Fort Burn-ham well garrisoned, and sufficient force together with the men additional to his field return, say two thousand five hundred, and left men enough to hold his lines, will move with the remainder of his corps, say seventy-five hundred effective infantry, and two four-gun batteries of artillery, along Kingsland Road across the Newmarket Road by the "Drill Room" to the Darbytown or Central Road. Thence up that road to the neighborhood of the Baptist Church, then by some of the several large roads across to the Charles